CHAPTER LXII

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE IN INDIA
Hinduism

I have found it to be the most tolerant of
all religions known to me. Its freedom from dogma
makes a forcible appeal to me inasmuch as it gives the
votary the largest scope for self-expression. Not being
an exclusive religion, it enables the followers of that
faith not merely to respect all the other religions, but
it also enables them to admire and assimilate whatever
may be good in the other faiths. Non-violence is com-
mon to all religions, but it has found the highest ex-
pression and application in Hinduism (I do not regard
Jainism or Buddhism as separate from Hinduism).
Hinduism believes in the oneness not of merely all
human life but in the oneness of all that lives. Its wor-
ship of the cow is, in my opinion, its unique contri-
bution to the evolution of humanitarianism. It is a
practical application of the belief in the oneness and,
therefore, sacredness, of all life. The great belief in
transmigration is a direct consequence of that belief.
Finally the discovery of the law of Varnashrama is a
magnificent result of the ceaseless search for truth.
Young India, 20-10-'27

Buddhism

It is my fixed opinion that Buddhism or rather the
teaching of Buddha found its full fruition in India and.
it could not be otherwise, for Gautama was himself a
Hindu of Hindus. He was saturated with the best that
was in Hinduism, and he gave life to some of the teach-
ings that were buried in the  Vedas and which   were
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